Serving Those Who Serve the Lord

III John 1-8

Introduction:

I. Salutation to the Epistle - 1-2

A. The Writer – John - 1

He calls himself “Elder” (see II John.)
Here also he probably means the elderly one.

B. The Reader – Gaius - 1
There are three men named Gaius in NT:

1. Gaius of Macedonia - Traveling companion of Paul

Acts 19:29
“So the whole city was filled with confusion, and rushed into the theater with one accord, having seized ﻿﻿Gaius and ﻿﻿Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul’s travel companions. 

2. Gaius of Derbe - Met Paul at Troas for the trip to Jerusalem. Acts 20:4-5
3. Gaius of Corinth – A man of means. Baptized by Paul Romans 1:14. Paul’s host in Corinthians where he wrote Romans (Romans 16:23). The whole church met in his house v. 28.

4. This Gaius cannot be identified with any of the others. He also was apparently a man of means.

C. The Greeting - 2

This verse in greatly misused by TV healers. They conclude that God wants all Christians to be healthy and wealthy.

That conclusion is wrong for several reasons:
1. It is a prayer of John for Gaius - Not a promise of God for everybody.
Just because something is in the Bible doesn’t mean that God said it. In Genesis 3 we read, “you will not surely die” Is that true? It’s in the Bible. Are there lies in the Bible? Four important rules of interpretation: Context…

2. The word “prosper” means “get along well.” - Not necessarily material prosperity.
3. “Be in health” does not necessarily mean never be sick.

4. It is a polite (sincere) greeting by John.

In the time of the early church a greeting was a conventional thing to do.

It was so regular that in Latin letters it was reduced to letters.
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Si vales, bene est: ego valeo
If you are well, that is good; I am well.
5. John is using a conventional greeting. He knows his way of life and that his soul is in a healthy condition. So he prays that his health and general prosperity might match his prosperity of soul.

Question: How would it work for you?
II. Occasion of Rejoicing - 3-4

A. The Great Rejoicing 

How did John know about Gaius’ spiritual health?

The brethren came and told him.

If I am right about the date-62-65: Gaius was in Asia Minor and John was in Jerusalem.

B. The Good Report 

These brethren went out from the mother church, Jerusalem.

They would come back and report to the church how the ministry went:

1. How they were received.

2. How the message was received.

3. Who were the faithful ones who helped them.

They reported that the truth was in Gaius and that he walked in the truth.

To John the two were the same.

If John walked in the truth, it was because the truth lived in him and vice versa.

 There are no doctrinal problems mentioned so “the truth” must have involved the truth if the gospel of grace, grace living and the resulting rewards.
John would never commend anyone who deprecated the grace of God in Christ.

C. The Greater Joy

Of all the joys of the Christian ministry:
1. The knowledge that I am doing what God has called me to do.

2. Appreciation from those to whom I minister.

3. Encouragement from my fellow workers and superiors.
4. My church just went over the 1000 mark in attendance.

5. I just saw my name in the association paper.

6. Knowing that my children walk in the truth is the greatest joy!
Why: Because that is the calling of God on my life, making disciples.

III. Appreciation of Ministry - 5-8

A. The Compliment - 5-6a

1. A faithful work
The brethren they know may have been from Jerusalem. Strangers they don’t know from some other areas.
2. A faithful witness

The brethren reported to the church. No doubt the others were thankful too. 

B. The Encouragement - 6b
1. You helped them while they were with you.
2. Now help them travel to other places

a. Give them food 
b. Give them letters of recommendation.

c. Don’t be cheap. 

3. They deserve your help - 7
C. The Exhortation - 8
The obligation
The Opportunity 
